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MEDIEVAL TURKEY (TURKIYE) 

Anatolia remained under Roman rule throughout the early Middle Ages, and in fact provided the core 
power-base for the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Empire. After the Saljuq ( Selfiik ) grand sultan Alp Arslan 
defeated the Byzantines at Manzikert in 1071, the area became exposed to the raids and settlement of various 
Turkoman tribes. A branch of the Saljuqid Dynasty was established in the area (called Rum, after the Romans 
from whom it had been conquered) to lord over the Turkomans, ruling at first from Iznik (Nikaia), until 
dislodged by the First Crusade in 1096. Although Byzantine rule was restored to the northern, western, and 
southern coastlands of Anatolia, the Saljuqs of Rum retained control of the interior, ruling from Konya 
(Ikonion) and eliminating rival Muslim dynasties such as the Danismandids, Mangujakids, and Saltuqids in the 
east. The sultanate of Rum reached its apogee in the early 13* century, when it secured outlets to the Black Sea 
(at Sinop) and the Mediterranean (at Antalya and Alanya), but its success was always precariously balanced 
between questionable intra-dynastic loyalty and external factors, such as Crusader and Byzantine aggression. In 
the second half of the 13 th century the sultanate, exhausted itself in protracted dynastic struggles and fell under 
the suzerainty of the Mongol Il-Hdns of Persia following the disastrous battle of Kose Dag in 1143. 

By the end of the dynasty in 1307 Anatolia was effectively divided between numerous petty emirates or 
beyliks. Most notable among these were the beyliks of Saruhan (Saruhan), QarasI (Karasi), Aydln (Aydin), and 
Mantasa (Menteje) along the Aegean coast, of 'Utman (Osman), Garmiyan (Germiyan) in the interior of 
western Anatolia, of Inanj (Inan^), Sahib-Ata, Hamid (Hamid), Takkah (Teke), and Asraf (E§ref) in the 
southwest, of Qaraman (Karaman) in the south, and of the Parwanah (Pervane), Taj-al-Din (Taceddin), and 
Jandar (Candar) in the north. The disintegration of the Il-Hdnate after 1335 allowed the emergence of several 
other significant beyliks further east, most notably those of Aratna (Eretna) in the northeast, and D u al-Qadr 
(Dulkadir) and Ramadan (Ramazan) in the southeast. These polities sought the protection of the Mamluks of 
Syria and Egypt against their rivals to the east (the Safawids) and west (the Ottomans), while simultaneously 
striving to preserve their independence from any protectorate. By the early 1500s Ottoman rule in Anatolia was 
complete, although the Ramadan emirs were allowed to retain a level of autonomy until 1608. [Not included are 
more obscure dynasties like those of 'Ala’iyyah (Alanya) in the south, and of Cuban (((loban) in the north.] 

The list below presents the names in standard Perso-Arabic forms; the modern Turkish forms for the 
dynastic names added in parentheses; geographic names are given in modern Turkish. 

I. RUM 

Saljuq sultans, of Rum at Iznik, then Konya 
1081 —1086 Sulayman-Sah I ... son of Qutlumus, son of Arslan, son of Saljuq 
1086—1091 (to the Saljuqid Sultanate ) 

1091—1107 Qillj-Arslan I ... son of Sulayman-Sah I 

1107—1116 Malik-Sah I ... son of Qillj-Arslan I 

1116—1156 Mas'ud I (Rukn-al-Dln) ... son of QiliJ-Arslan I 
1156—1190 Qillj-Arslan II (Tzz-al-Din) ... son of Mas'ud I; deposed 

1190 Malik-Sah II (Qutb-al-Din) ... son of Qillj-Arslan II; associated in Sivas 1188—1191 

1190— 1191 Qillj-Arslan II (Tzz-al-Din) ... restored 

1191— 1197 Kay-Husraw I (Giyat-al-Dln) ... son of Qillj-Arslan II; associated in Uluborlu 1188; deposed 

1197—1104 Sulayman-Sah II (Rukn-al-Dln) ... son of Qillj-Arslan II; associated in Tokat 1188 

1104—1105 Qillj-Arslan III (Tzz-al-Dln) ... son of Sulayman-Sah II 

1105 —1111 Kay-Husraw I (Giyat-al-Dln) ... restored 

1111 —1110 Kay-Kawus I (Tzz-al-Din) ... son ofKay-Husraw I 

1110—1137 Kay-Qubad I ('Aia’-al-Din) ... son ofKay-Husraw I 

1137—1146 Kay-Husraw II (Giyat-al-Dln) ... son of Kay-Qubad I 

1146—1161 Kay-Kawus II (Tzz-al-Din) ... son ofKay-Husraw IT; deposed, died 1179 


In exile 1156—1157. 
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& 1146—1165 
& 1146—1157 
1165 — 1181 

I181—1184 
1184 
1184—1193 

1193- 1194 

1194— 13OI 
I 301 —I 303 
1303—1307 

1307 


QiliJ-Arslan IV (Rukn-al-Din) ... son of Kay-Husraw II 1 

Kay-Qubad II ('Ala'-al-Din) ... son ofKay-Husraw II 

Kay-Husraw III (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of QiliJ-Arslan IV; deposed, died 1184 

— Siyawus ('Ala'-al-Din) ... (pretended?) son of Kay-Kawus II; rival at Konya 1177—1178 

Mas'ud II (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Kay-Kawus II; deposed 

Kay-Qubad III ( r Ala’-al-Din) ... son of Faramurz, son of Kay-Kawus II; deposed 

Mas'ud II (Giyat-al-Din) ... restored; deposed 

Kay-Qubad III ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... restored; deposed 

Mas'ud II (Giyat-al-Din) ... restored; deposed 

Kay-Qubad III ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... restored 

Mas'ud II (Giyat-al-Din) ... restored 

Mas'ud III (Giyat-al-Din) ... son of Kay-Qubad III 

(to the Il-Hdns of Iran 1307; Anatolia divided into petty emirates) 


II. EARLY TURKISH EMIRATES IN EASTERN ANATOLIA 


: 1097—1104 
1104—11 34 
1134—1141 
1141 
1141—1164 
1164—1166 
1166 
1166—1171 
1171-1174 


1141—1151 
1151—1161 
1161—1170 

1170— 1171 

1171— H75 
1175-1178 


:i 103 —1114 
1114—113 1 
113 I —1168 
1168—1191: 
1191:— HOI 
not —1101 


Danismandids of Sivas and Kayseri 
Danismand ... amir of Sivas as Saljuqid vassal 
Amir-Gazi Gumustigin ... son of Danismand 
Muhammad ... son of Amir-Gazi Gumustigin; malik 
Du-al-Nun ( r Imad-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad; deposed 
Yagl-Basan ... son of Amir-Gazi 
Mujahid-Gazi (Jamal-al-Din) ... son of Yagi-Basan 
Ibrahim (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad 
Ismail (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Ibrahim 
Du-al-Nun (Nasir-al-Din) ... restored with new title 
(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1174) 

Danismandids of Malatya and Elbistan 

Ismail ( c Ayn-al-Dawlah) ... son of Amir-Gazi Gumustigin 

Du-al-Qarnayn ... son of Ismail 

Muhammad (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Du-al-Qarnayn 

Qasim (Fahr-al-Din) ... son of Du-al-Qarnayn 

Afridun ... son of Du-al-Qarnayn 

Muhammad (Nasir-al-Din) ... restored; deposed 

(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1178) 

Saltuqids of Erzurum 

'Ali... son of Saltuq; malik of Erzurum as Saljuqid vassal 
Gazi (Diya’-al-Din) ... son of'Ali 
Saltuq ( r Izz-al-Din) ... son of Gazi 
Muhammad (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Saltuq 
Mama-Hatun ... daughter of Saltuq; deposed 
Malik-Sah (al-Muzaffar) ... son of Muhammad 
(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1101) 


1 In Mongol captivity 1154—1156. 
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1102—1115 
III5 — II3O 


:i 118—1141 
1141—1165 
1165—1115 
1115—1118 


1142—:ii75 
:ii7S-U97 
1197—1119 
1119—1141 
1142—1151: 


1113—1144 
1144—1167 
1167—1185 
1185—1104 
1104—1123 
1113—1134 
1134 

III. 

1276— 1177 

1277— 1308 
1308—1 317 
1317-1344: 
1 344=— 1 349 
1349 - 1352 . 
1352—1361 
1361—1398 
1398—1401 
1402—1419 
1419—1411 
1411 —1423 
1413-1414 


Saljuqids of Erzurum 

Tugrll-Sah (Muglt-al-Dln) ... son of Qlllj-Arslan II of Rum; Georgian vassal 
Jahan-Sah (Rukn-al-Din) ... son of Tugrll-Sah 
(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1130) 

Mangujakids of Erzincan and Kemah 

Ishaq ... son of Mangujak; amir in Erzincan as Saljuqid vassal 

Dawud I ... son of Ishaq 

Bahram-Sah (Fahr-al-Dln) ... son of Dawud I 

Dawud II ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Bahram-Sah 

(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1118) 

Mangujakids of Divrigi 

Sulayman I ... son of Ishaq of Erzincan and Kemah 
Sahansah (Sayf-al-Dln) ... son of Sulayman I 
Sulayman II ... son of Sahansah 
Ahmad (Husam-al-Dln) ... son of Sulayman II 
Malik-Sah ... son of Ahmad 
(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1152:) 

Artuqids of Harput 

Dawud (Rukn-al-Dawlah) ... son of Suqman I of Hisn-Kayfa and Maridln 

Qara-Arslan (Fahr-al-Dln) ... son of Dawud 

Muhammad (Nur-al-Din) ... son of Qara-Arslan 

Abu-Bakr (Tmad-al-Dln) ... son of Qara-Arslan 

Ibrahim (Nizam-al-Dln) ... son of Abu-Bakr 

Ahmad ( c Izz-al-Dln) ... son of Ibrahim 

Artuq-Sah (Nur-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad 

(to the Saljuqids of Rum 1134) 

POST-SALJUQID ANATOLIAN EMIRATES (ANADOLU BEYLIKLERI) 

Qaraman (Karaman) rulers of Ermenek and Karaman (Laranda) 

Muhammad I (Sams-al-Din) ... son of Qaraman, son of Nur-al-Din Sufi; Mamluk vassal 
Mahmud (Badr-al-Din) ... brother of Muhammad I; Saljuq vassal? 

Yahsi-Han ... son of Mahmud 

Ibrahim I (Badr-al-Din) ... son of Mahmud; Mamluk vassal 
Ahmad (Fahr-al-Dln) ... son of Ibrahim I 
Sams-al-Din ... son of Ibrahim I 

Sulayman (Sayf-al-Dln) ... son of Halil, son of Mahmud 
'Ala’-al-Dln ... brother of Sulayman; sultan-, deposed, died 1398 
(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Muhammad II ... son of'Ala’-al-Dln; Ottoman vassal 1415; deposed 
'All ... son of 'Ala’-al-Dln; Mamluk vassal 
Muhammad II ... restored; Ottoman vassal 
'All ... restored 


5 Mahmud seems to have reigned together with an older brother (?) named Giineri Beg until c.i 300. 
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1414—1464 
1464—146 5 
& 1464—1475 
1475-1483 


H77-II97 

1297—I 301 
I 301—I 322 
1322 — 1340 ? 
1340?—1 355 
1355 


1177:— c.i 187 
c.1187—f.1341 


1191 —1301 
1301—1340 
1340-1345 
I345-I374 

1374-1385 

1385-1393 
& 1385—1393 
1393-1401 
1401—1440 
1440-1443 
1443—1460 
1460—1461 


c.1195—1319 
1 3 19 —=i 3 37 
:1 3 37— 1 3 53: 

3 58—:i 375 
:I 375 -I 39 i 
1391 
1391—1401 
1401—1411 


Ibrahim II (Taj-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad II; Ottoman vassal 
Ishaq ... son of Ibrahim II 

Plr-Ahmad ... son of Ibrahim II; Ottoman vassal 
Qasim ... son of Ibrahim II; Ottoman vassal 
(to the Ottoman sultan ate 1483 4 ) 

Parwanah (Pervane) rulers of Sinop 

Muhammad (Mu'In-al-Dln) ... son of Mu'In-al-Dln Sulayman Parwanah 
Mas'ud (Muhaddib-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad 
Gazl-Calabl ... son of Mas'ud 5 
(to jandar) 

Gazl-Calabi ... restored 
Ibrahim ... son of Gazl-Calabl 

(to jandar 1355; to the Ottoman sultan ate 1394; to jandar 1403; to the Ottoman sultdnite 1458) 
Sahib-Ata rulers of Afyon Karahisar 

Muhammad (Sams-al-Dln) ... son of Nusrat-al-Dln Hasan, son of Fahr-al-Dln 'All (Sahib-Ata) 
Ahmad (Nusrat-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad 
(to Garmiyan c.i 341) 

jandar (Candar) rulers of Kastamonu 

Yaman (Sams-al-Dln) ... son of jandar; Il-Hdnidi vassal 

Sulayman I (Suja c -al-Dln) ... son of Yaman 

Ibrahim I (Giyat-al-Dln) ... son of Sulayman I 

'Add ... son of Ya'qub, son of Yaman 

Bayazld (jalal-al-Dln) ... son of'Add 

Sulayman II ... son of Bayazld; in Kastamonu 

Isfandiyar (Mubariz-al-Dln) ... son of Bayazld; in Sinop; deposed 

(to the Ottoman sultdnite) 

Isfandiyar (Mubariz-al-Dln) ... restored; Ottoman vassal 1417 
Ibrahim II (Taj-al-Dln) ... son of Isfandiyar 
Isma'll (Kamal-al-Dln) ... son of Ibrahim II; deposed 
(Qlzil) Ahmad ... son of Ibrahim II; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultdnitc 1461) 

Mantasa (Mente^e) rulers of Mugla 

Mas'ud ... son of Mentese; Saljuq vassal 

Urhan ... son of Mas'ud 

Ibrahim ... son of Urhan 

Musa ... son of Ibrahim 

Ahmad I ... son of Ibrahim 

Ilyas ... son of Muhammad, son of Ibrahim; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultdnite.) 

Ilyas ... restored; Ottoman vassal 1414 


4 Mahmud, son of Turgut by daughter of Ibrahim II, was declared emir in 1483 but fled to Syria 1487. 

5 Either the preceding Mas'ud of Sinop or perhaps of the Saljuqid sultan of Rum Mas'ud II. 
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1421 —1424 
& 1421 —1424 


11299 —I 320: 
1 320:—:i 363 
:i 3 <S 3 — I 387 
1387-1390 
1390—1401 
1401—1411 
1411—1414 
1414-1429 


c . 1301—1314 
1324-1327 
1317—1318 
i 318—:i 344 
: 1 344 —:I 3 58 
: 1 358 —c.l 374 
f-i374-i39i 


1302—1310 

1320—1316 


1308-1334 
1334-1348 
1348—1360 
1360—1390 
1390—1401 

1402— 1403 

1403- 1405 
1405-1407 
1407—1411 
1411 —1414 
1414—1411 
1412—1416 


Layt... son of Ilyas; deposed 
Ahmad II ... son of Ilyas; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultanate. 1414) 

Garmiyan (Germiyan) rulers of Kiitahya, then Kula 
Ya'qub I ... son of'All-Sir; Saljuq vassal 
Muhammad ... son of Ya'qub I 

Sulayman-Sah ... son of Muhammad; ceded Kiitahya to the Ottomans 1381 
Ya'qub II ... son of Sulayman-Sah; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Ya'qub II ... restored; deposed 
(to the Qaraman emirate) 

Ya'qub II ... restored 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1419) 

Hamid (Hamit) rulers of Egridir (Felekabat) 

Dundar (Falak-al-Dln) ... son of Ilyas, son of Hamid 
(to the Il-Hdm&s of Iran) 

Hidr ... son of Dundar 

Ishaq (Najm-al-Din) ... son of Dundar 

Mustafa (Muzaffar-al-Din) ... son of Muhammad, son of Dundar 
Ilyas (Husam-al-Din) ... son of Mustafa 
Husayn (Kamal-al-Dln) ... son of Ilyas 
(to the Ottoman sultanate. 1391) 

Asraf (Esref) rulers of Bey^ehir 

Muhammad (Mubariz-al-Dln) ... son of Sayf-al-Dln Sulayman, son of Asraf 
Sulayman-Sah ... son of Muhammad 
(to the Il-Hdm&s of Iran 1316) 

Aydln (Aydin) rulers of Aydin (Tralleis) 

Muhammad ... son of Aydin; Garmiyan vassal 

'Umar I ... son of Muhammad 

Hidr ... son of Muhammad 

'Isa ... son of Muhammad 

(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Musa ... son of'Isa 

'Umar II ... son of'Isa; associated 1401 

Junayd ... son of Ibrahim, son of Muhammad; deposed 

(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Junayd ... restored; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Junayd ... restored 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1416) 
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f.1313-1348: 
1 348:—:i 3 57 
:i 3 57—i388 
1388—1390 
1390—1401 
1401—1404 
1404—1410 


f. 1313 - C.I335 
C.1335-C.1346 
& f.1335—f.1346 


:i 3 i 4 -i 334 : 
1 3 34:—:i 360 
:i 360—I 369 


1311—1314 
1314-1317 
1 317— 1 33i = 
1331:—:i36i 

= 1361-1377= 

1377:—1391 
1391—1401 
1401—1413 


1337-1351 
13 51—1366 
1366—1380 

1380— 1381 

1381— 1398 

1398 


1 379— I 4°i 
1401—1401 


Saruhan (Saruhan) rulers of Manisa 

Saruhan ... son of AlpagI; Garmiyan vassal 

Ilyas ... son of Saruhan 

Ishaq ... son of Ilyas 

Hidr-Sah ... son of Ishaq; deposed 

(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

Urhan ... son of Ishaq 

Hidr-Sah ... restored 

(to the Ottoman sultan ate 1410) 

QarasI (Karasi) rulers of Balikesir and Bergama 
QarasI ( c A)lan?) ... son of Qalam-Sah 
Tlmur-Han ... son of QarasI; at Balikesir 
Yahsl-Han (Dursun?) ... son of QarasI; at Bergama 
(to the Ottoman sultanate 1346) 

Inan) (inancj) rulers of Denizli 

Inan)... son of'All; rebel against Garmiyan rule 

Murad-Arslan ... son of Inan) 

Ishaq ... son of Murad-Arslan 
(to Garmiyan 1369) 

Takkah (Teke) rulers of Antalya 
Yunus ... son of Ilyas, son of Hamid 
Mahmud ... son of Yunus; deposed, died 1317: 

Hidr (Sinan-al-Dln) ... son of Yunus 
Dadl... son of Hidr 

Muhammad (Mubariz-al-Dln) ... son of Mahmud; lost Antalya to Cyprus 1361 — 1373 
'Utman-Calabl ... son of Muhammad; deposed 
(to the Ottoman sultanate) 

'Utman-Calabl ... restored 
(to the Ottoman sultan ate 1413) 

Aratna (Eretna) and succeeding rulers of Sivas and Kayseri 

Aratna ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... son ofja'far; sultan ; Mamluk vassal 1337 
Muhammad I (Giyat-al-Dln) ... son of Aratna 
'All ('Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Muhammad I 
Muhammad II (Giyat-al-Dln?) ... son of'All 

Ahmad (Burhan-al-Dln) ... husband of daughter of Muhammad I; qadi and wazlr ; son of 
Sams-al-Dln Muhammad 

Zayn-al- r Abidln 'All ( r Ala’-al-Dln) ... son of Ahmad; deposed, died 1445 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1398; to Timur 1400; to the Ottoman sultanate 1403?) 

Mutahharten rulers of Erzincan 
Mutahhar-al-Dln ... Tlmurid vassal 1387; deposed 6 
(to the Ottoman sultanate) 


6 The Aratna princes Buraq, Ahi-Aynah (:i 348—1361), and Pir-Husayn (1361—1379) had served as governors. 
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1402.—1403: 
1403:—1410 


1337-1353 

1353-1386 

1386—1398 

1398- 1399 

1399- 1441 
1441-1454 
1454-1465 

1465— 1466 

1466— 1471 
1471-1479 

1479-1515 

1515—1511 


C . 1348-1387 
1387-1398 


1394-1396 
1396-1398 
& 1396—1398 
1398—1401 
1401—1418 
& 1401—1418 


:I 378: 
?— 1 3 8 3 
1383—1416 
1416—1417 

1417-? 


?—1439 
1439-1457: 
i 457 :-i 48 o 
1480—1510 
1510—1516 


Mutahhar-al-Din ... restored 
Sayh-Hasan ... son of Mutahhar-al-Din 

(to the Aq-Quyunlu 1410; to the Qara-Quyunlu 1419; to the Aq-Quyunlu 1455; to the 
Ottoman sultanate 1473) 

Du al-Qadr (Dulkadtr) rulers of Mara$ and Elbistan 

Qarajah (Zayn-al-Dln) ... son ofDulqadir; Mamluk vassal; deposed, died 1353 

Halil (Gars-al-Din) ... son of Qarajah 

Sa'ban-Suli ... son of Qarajah 

Sadaqah ... son of Sa'ban-Suli; deposed 

Muhammad (Nasir-al-Din) ... son of Halil; Ottoman vassal 

Sulayman ... son of Muhammad 

Malik-Arslan ... son of Sulayman 

Sah-Budaq ... son of Sulayman; Mamluk vassal; deposed 
Sah-Suwar ... son of Sulayman; Ottoman vassal; deposed, died 1471 
Sah-Budaq ... restored; Mamluk vassal; deposed 
Buzqurd ('Ala’-al-Dawlah) ... son of Sulayman; Ottoman vassal 
'All ... son of Sah-Suwar; Ottoman vassal 
(to the Ottoman sultanate 1511) 

Taj-al-Din (Taceddin) rulers ofjanik (Canik) in Niksar 

Taj-al-Din ... son of Tugan-Sah 

Mahmud ... son of Taj-al-Din; deposed, died 1413 

(to the Ottoman sultanate 1398) 

Taj-al-Din (Taceddin) rulers ofjanik (Canik) in Samsun and Carjamba 

Alp-Arslan ... son of Taj-al-Din 

Hasan ... son of Alp-Arslan 

Muhammad, the Grim ... son of Alp-Arslan 

(to the Ottoman sultanate ) 

Hasan ... restored 
Muhammad, the Grim ... restored 
(to the Ottoman sultan ate 1418) 

Ramadan (Ramazan) rulers of Adana 

Ramadan ... son of Yiiregir; Mamluk vassal 

Ibrahim I (Sarim-al-Din) ... son of Ramadan 

Ahmad (Sihab-al-Din) ... brother of Ibrahim I 

Ibrahim II (Sarim-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad; deposed, died 1418 

Hamzah ( r Izz-al-Din) ... son of Ahmad 

Muhammad I ... son of Ahmad 

'Ali... son of Ahmad 

Eyliik 

Diindar 

'Umar ... son of Ibrahim II 

Halil (Gars-al-Din) ... son ofDawud, son of Ibrahim II 
Mahmud ... son ofDawud; associated 1480 



I. Mladjov, Page 8/10 


1516 

1516- 1517 

1517— 1568 
1568—1578 
1578—1586 
1586—1605 
1605—1608 


Salim ... son of'Umar 
Qubad ... son of Halil 
Plr-Muhammad ... son of Halil 
Darwls ... son of Pir-Muhammad 
Ibrahim III ... son of Plr-Muhammad 
Muhammad II ... son of Ibrahim III 
Pir-Mansur ... son of Muhammad II 
(to the Ottoman sultanate 1608) 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE (OSMANLI DEVLETI) 


The origins of the Ottoman Dynasty are obscure, but the polity emerged in the late 13 th century in 
northwestern Anatolia during the disintegration of the Saljuq sultanate of Rum. The first Ottoman emir, 

Osman, expanded primarily at the expense of the declining Byzantine Empire, but it was under his son Orhan, 
that the Ottomans captured the important Byzantine cities of Prousa (Bursa), Nikaia (Iznik), and Nikomedeia 
(Izmit) and became drawn into Byzantine civil wars in the Balkans. Bursa remained the capital until the early 
1400s, when it was replaced by Adrianople (Edirne). Profiting from his father’s toehold in Europe at Gallipoli, 
Murat I began the conquest of the Balkans, inflicting major defeats on local Christian coalitions at Cernomen 
(1371) and at Kosovo (1389), although Murat was murdered during that last battle. His son Bayezit I continued 
Ottoman expansion in both Europe and Anatolia, stopping an anti-Ottoman Crusade at Nicopolis (1396) and 
conquering most of Bulgaria, but was defeated and captured by Timur (Tamerlane) at Ankara (1401), which led 
to a temporary decline of the Ottoman sultanate and civil war among Bayezit’s sons. But the Ottomans 
recovered quickly, and terminated the resurgent beyliks in western Anatolia by the 1410s. In 1444 Murat II 
defeated another Crusade at Varna, and in 1453 his son Mehmet II conquered Constantinople (now Istanbul) 
and transferred his capital to the city. By the early 1460s he had completed the conquest of the remaining 
Christian territories in the Balkans (Greece, Serbia, Bosnia) and Anatolia (Trebizond), and resumed the 
conquest of Anatolian beyliks by annexing Jandar; his successor Bayezit II took over Qaraman in 1483. 

Under Selim I the Ottoman Empire expanded beyond Anatolia, taking advantage of its relatively advanced 
military technology and professional troops, the Janissaries (yeni feri), to defeat the Safawids of Iran at (Jlaldiran 
(1514) and to annex Mamluk Syria and Egypt (1517). Naturally this brought an end to the remaining Anatolian 
beyliks, and later sultans could capitalize on increased manpower and resources to venture even further afield. 
The dynasty reached its apex under the lawgiver Suleyman I, who also added much of Hungary (1526), 
Mesopotamia (1534), and North Africa (definitively in the 1540s and 15 50s) to the Ottoman Empire. A set of 
dependent states (Transylvania, Wallachia, Moldavia, and the Crimean Hdnate) served as buffers on the 
northern frontier, while Ottoman fleets dominated the Mediterranean until defeated at Lepanto (1571). With 
the elimination of the 'Abbasid caliphate in Cairo the sultans came to claim the title of caliph, extended their 
protection to the holy cities of Mecca and Medina, and added Sunni religious fervor to their geopolitical rivalry 
with the Si'ah Safawids. 

Later sultans became increasingly ineffectual as result of their purposefully sheltered upbringing, and 
provided little leadership in administration or military affairs, but the government was sufficiently strong to 
recover Bagdad from Iran in 1638, and to besiege Vienna in 1683. The state suffered increasingly factious politics 
and the corrupt involvement of the Janissaries in government in the 17 th and 18 th centuries. It gradually fell 
behind other Great Powers in spite of reform and modernization in the 19 th century under Mahmut II (who 
disbanded the Janissaries) and the Tanzimat of Abdiilmecid I. In 1876, following setbacks in the Balkans, 
Abdiilhamit II was forced to grant a constitution. Nationalism and foreign pressure eroded Ottoman rule in the 
Balkans (Montenegro, Serbia, Greece, Romania, Bulgaria), north Africa, and the Near East (Egypt) in the 19 th 
century, and the nascent Turkish nationalism of the Young Turks did not help keep the multiethnic empire 
together. After World War I and the Treaty of Sevres (1920) the Empire was basically reduced to what is now 
Turkey. The Young Turk revolution of 1908 had limited the power of the monarch, and the sultan’s attempts to 
reassert his authority led to his deposition in 1922. His successor, the last Ottoman ruler, reigned as calpih only 
(the sultanate being abolished by Atatiirk), but he too was deposed in 1924, after Turkey became a republic. 
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Ottoman rulers were originally styled emir (from Arabic amir) or beg/bey, and later sultan (from Arabic 
sultan), ban (from Mongol ban), and padifah (from Persian padisah, “sovereign”). The precise date of the 
adoption of the titles sultan and ban remains unclear, and they are variously attributed to Orhan, Murat I, or 
Bayezit I, the last of whom did secure a caliphal grant of the title sultan in 1394. In their capacity as caliphs (a 
status that does not seem to have been claimed immediately after 1517), Ottoman sultans were also styled halife 
(from Arabic halifah) and emir-ul-muminin (from Arabic amir al-mu'minin). In the list below names are 
presented in standard modern Turkish forms, followed by the transliteration of the traditional Perso-Arabic 
forms in italics. No attempt has been made to approximate the Ottoman Turkish pronunciation (which can be 
expected to have changed over six or seven centuries!) with forms like Mehemmed (for Muhammad/Mehmet) 
and 'Otman (for r Utman/Osman). 

Ottoman emirs and sultans 

House of Osman (Ottoman Dynasty) 

1181—1326 Osman I ('Utmdn) ... son of Ertugrul; emir at Sogiit 
1316—1360 Orhan (Urban) ... son of Osman I 
1360—1389 Murat I (Murad), the Martyr ... son of Orhan 

— Savci (Sau’ji) ... son of Murat I; rival at Bursa 1385 
1389—1401 Bayezit I (Bayazid), the Thunderbolt... son of Murat I; sultan 1394; deposed, died 1403 
1402—1411 Mehmet I (Muhammad) ... son of Bayezit I 

— Suleyman (Sulaymdn) ... son of Bayezit I; rival at Edirne 1402—1411 
— Isa (Tsd) ... son of Bayezit I; rival at Bursa 1402—1403 

— Musa (Musa) ... son of Bayezit I; rival at Bursa 1403 — 1404, then Edirne 141 1 —1413 
1411 —1444 Murat II (Murad), the Big... son of Mehmet I; abdicated 

— Mustafa (Mustafa) ... (pretended?) son of Bayezit I; rival 1411 —1413 
— Mustafa (Mustafa) ... son of Mehmet I; rival 1413 
1444—1446 Mehmet II (Muhammad), the Conqueror ... son of Murat II; replaced 
1446—1451 Murat II (Murad), the Big... restored 
1451—1481 Mehmet II (Muhammad), the Conqueror ... restored 
1481—1511 Bayezit II (Bayazid), the Devout... son ofMehmet II; deposed, died 1511 

— Cem (Jam) ... son ofMehmet II; rival at Bursa 1481, then Ankara 1482; died 1495 
1512—1510 Selim I (Salim), the Grim ... son of Bayezit II 
1510—1566 Suleyman I (Sulaymdn), the Lawgiver ... son of Selim I 
1566—1574 Selim II (Salim), the Sot... son of Suleyman I 
1574—1595 Murat III (Murad) ... son of Selim II 
1595—1603 Mehmet III (Muhammad) ... son of Murat III 
1603—1617 Ahmet I (Ahmad), the Fortunate ... son ofMehmet III 

1617— 1618 Mustafa I (Mustafa), the Mad... son ofMehmet III; deposed 

1618— 1611 Osman II ('Utmdn), the Young... son of Ahmet I; deposed, died 1611 

1612—1613 Mustafa I (Mustafa), the Mad... restored; deposed, died 1639 

1613 —1640 Murat IV (Murad), the Conqueror ... son of Ahmet I 

1640—1648 Ibrahim (Ibrahim), the Mad ... son of Ahmet I; deposed, died 1648 

1648—1687 Mehmet IV (Muhammad), the Hunter ... son of Ibrahim; deposed, died 1693 

1687—1691 Suleyman II (Sulaymdn) ... son of Ibrahim 

1691 —1695 Ahmet II (Ahmad) ... son of Ibrahim 

1695—1703 Mustafa II (Mustafa) ... son ofMehmet IV; deposed, died 1703 
1703 — 1730 Ahmet III (Ahmad) ... son ofMehmet IV; deposed, died 1736 
1730—1754 Mahmut I (Mahmud) ... son of Mustafa II 
1754—1757 Osman III ('Utmdn) ... son of Mustafa II 
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1757-1773 

1773-1789 

1789—1807 

1807— 1808 

1808— 1839 
1839—1861 
1861—1876 

1876 

1876—1909 

1909—1918 

1918—1911 

1911—1914 


Mustafa III (Mustafa) ... son of Ahmet III 

Abdiilhamit I ( r Abd-al-Hamld) ... son of Ahmet III 

Selim III (Salim) ... son of Mustafa III; deposed, died 1808 

Mustafa IV (Mustafa) ... son of Abdiilhamit I; deposed, died 1808 

Mahmut II (Mahmud) ... son of Abdiilhamit I 

Abdiilmecit I ('Abd-al-Majid) ... son of Mahmut II 

Abdiilaziz ( e Abd-al-'Aziz) ... son of Mahmut II; deposed, died 1876 

Murat V (Murad) 7 ... son of Abdiilmecit I; deposed, died 1904 

Abdiilhamit II ('Abd-al-Hamld) ... son of Abdiilmecit I; deposed, died 1918 

Mehmet V (Muhammad) 8 ... son of Abdiilmecit I 

Mehmet VI (Muhammad) 9 ... son of Abdiilmecit I; fled the country; deposed, died 1916 
Abdiilmecit II ('Abd-al-Majld) ... son of Abdiilaziz; caliph only; deposed, died 1944 
(republic of Turkey 1913) 


7 Originally named Mehmet Murat (Muhammad Murad). 

8 Originally named Mehmet Re^at (Muhammad Rasad). 

9 Originally named Mehmet Vahdettin (Muhammad Wahld-al-Dln). 



